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Application of registration and administrative data in the population and housing
census, a case study: some countries in Asia and Pacific region

Paria Torabi Kahlanﬂ, Lida Kalhori Nadrabadi?

Abstract:

Over the last decades, there have been, increasing challenges to the traditional census. Collecting information from every
person in a country using traditional methods is a massive and costly exercise, and thus, a key concern. Further, reduced
willingness amongst the population to respond to the census questionnaires and unexpected crises such as the Covid-19
pandemic have made it increasingly more difficult for NSOs to produce reliable figures with the necessary geographical and
substantive details, but however, developments in new technologies and approaches to data collection also mean emerging
opportunities. The increasing desire to use administrative resources in implementing censuses has made it possible to reduce
costs, improve data quality, and produce frequent information annually. A study of the different approaches adopted by
some countries in the Asia-Pacific region shows that administrative data are currently being used in various ways to support
census operations. Examining these approaches will be very useful to help and guide countries contemplating the use of or
expansion of their use of administrative data for censuses. In this article, while reviewing the definition of register and the
types of administrative registers used in register-based census, the proceedings taken in some countries in moving towards
register-based census are presented.

Keywords: Administrative data, traditional census, register-based census, combined approach.
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